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VEHICLE AND VEHICLE CONTROL
METHOD

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This is a national phase application based on the PCT
International Patent Application No. PCT/IB2012/000088
filed on Jan. 23, 2012, claiming priority to Japanese Patent
Application No. 2011-015068 filed Jan. 27, 2011, the entire
contents of both of which are incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a vehicle and to a vehicle control
method, and more specifically, to a log function for factors for
charging time extension in a vehicle that is chargeable using
external power.

2. Description of Related Art

Vehicles that run using a driving force generated from
power stored in an electric storage device (for instance, a
secondary battery, a capacitor and the like) have received
attention as environmentally-friendly vehicles. Such vehicles
include, for instance, electric vehicles, hybrid vehicles, fuel-
cell vehicles and the like. Technologies have been proposed
for charging the electric storage device installed in such
vehicles by way of a commercial power source having high
power-generation efficiency.

Conventional hybrid vehicles include vehicles having, as
in the case of electric vehicles, an in-vehicle electric storage
device that is chargeable from a power source external to the
vehicle (hereafter also referred to as “external power
source”). For instance, so-called “plug-in hybrid vehicles”
are available such vehicles having an electric storage device
that is chargeable from an ordinary domestic power source,
through connection, by way of a charging cable, between an
outlet provided in a house and a charging port (may be also
referred to as “inlet”) provided in the vehicle. This can be
expected to result in increased fuel consumption efficiency of
the hybrid vehicle.

Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 2009-100569
(JP-A-2009-100569) describes a technique wherein, in a
vehicle capable of being charged using an external power
source, charging time is extended, before or after a predefined
charging time, if it is determined that a required charging
amount is not obtained within a lapse of time from start of
charging until a predefined time interval is over, when the
vehicle is charged using an external power source.

In a vehicle capable of being charged using an external
power source, charging time may be extended (the point in
time at which the charging time is over may be delayed)
during execution of charging using an external power source,
depending on the state of devices that are related to charging
and that are installed in the vehicle, for instance, the electric
storage device, the charging device and the like, or depending
on the state of use of auxiliary devices in the vehicle.

Thus, driving may be impossible or mileage may be lim-
ited, on account of charging not being yet complete, when the
user attempts to drive the vehicle expecting charging to be
complete. In such cases, the user may have a feeling of uncer-
tainty regarding the system, if the factor underlying the exten-
sion of charging time is unclear. The user may mistake that
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2

charging time extension for a system malfunction or anomaly,
and may make a complaint accordingly.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention allows recognizing retrospectively the factor
for charging time extension in a vehicle that is chargeable
using an external power source.

A vehicle according to a first aspect of the invention is a
vehicle that is chargeable using power from an external power
source. The vehicle includes a chargeable electric storage
device; a charging device that charges the electric storage
device using the power from the external power source; and a
control device. Based on maximum supply power that is able
to be supplied to the electric storage device and based on
actual charge power actually supplied to the storage device,
the control device calculates a shortfall with respect to charge
power supplied to the electric storage device in a case where
charging is performed at the maximum supply power, and
stores information relating to a causal factor for the shortfall.

The control device may store the information relating to the
causal factor for the shortfall when an accumulated value,
which results from accumulating over time a value based on
the shortfall calculated for every predefined sampling period,
exceeds a predefined threshold value.

The causal factor for the shortfall includes a shortage of the
charge power arising from lowering of a charge power upper
limit value of the electric storage device.

The causal factor for the shortfall may include a shortage of
the charge power arising from a limitation imposed on output
power of the charging device.

A causal factor for the shortfall may include the shortage of
the charge power arising from the limitation imposed on the
output power of the charging device to protect the charging
device against overheating.

The vehicle may further include an auxiliary device con-
figured to be operated using output power of the charging
device during a charging operation. The causal factor for the
shortfall may include a shortage of the charge power arising
from power consumption by the auxiliary device in a case
where the auxiliary device is used during the charging opera-
tion.

The vehicle may further include an auxiliary device con-
figured to be operated using output power of the charging
device during a charging operation. The causal factor for the
shortfall may include at least one from among a first factor
which is a shortage of the charge power arising from lowering
of a charge power upper limit value of the storage device, a
second factor which is a shortage of the charge power arising
from a limitation imposed on output power of the charging
device to protect the charging device against overheating, and
a third factor which is a shortage of the charge power arising
from power consumption by the auxiliary device in a case
where the auxiliary device is used during the charging opera-
tion. The control device may store the information on each of
the first factor, the second factor, and the third factor, if an
accumulated value resulting from accumulating over time a
total sum value of values that are based on respective short-
falls due to the first factor, the second factor, and the third
factor, calculated for every predefined sampling period,
exceeds a predefined threshold value.

The control device may calculate, as the value based on the
shortfall, an extension amount from charging time required in
the case where charging is performed at the maximum supply
power, and may store the information, as information on a
factor for extension, when the extension amount exceeds the
threshold value.
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The information on the factor for extension may include
the causal factor for the shortfall and information on the
extension amount that arises from the shortfall.

A vehicle control method according to a second aspect of
the invention is a method for controlling a vehicle equipped
with an electric storage device that is chargeable using power
from an external power source. The method includes: based
on maximum supply power that is able to be supplied to the
electric storage device and based on actual charge power
actually supplied to the electric storage device, calculating a
shortfall with respect to charge power supplied to the electric
storage device in a case where charging is performed at the
maximum supply power; and storing information relating to
the causal factor for the shortfall.

The above aspects of the invention allow identifying retro-
spectively the factor for charging time extension in a vehicle
that is chargeable using an external power source.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Features, advantages, and technical and industrial signifi-
cance of exemplary embodiments of the invention will be
described below with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which like numerals denote like elements, and
wherein:

FIG. 1 is an overall block diagram of a charging system
including a vehicle according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a diagram for explaining an example of charge
power decrease arising from a charge powerupper limit value
of an electric storage device in Embodiment 1;

FIG. 3 is a diagram for explaining a method of calculating
a charging extension time in Embodiment 1;

FIG. 4 is a functional block diagram for explaining exten-
sion time log control executed by an electronic control unit
(ECU) in Embodiment 1;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart for explaining in detail an extension
time log control processing that is executed by the ECU in
Embodiment 1;

FIG. 6 is a diagram for explaining charge power decrease
arising from a protective function of a charging device in
Embodiment 2;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart for explaining in detail an extension
time log control processing that is executed by the ECU in
Embodiment 2;

FIG. 8 is a diagram for explaining the extension time
derived from power consumption by an auxiliary device in
Embodiment 3;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart for explaining in detail an extension
time log control processing that is executed by the ECU in
Embodiment 3; and

FIG. 10 is a flowchart for explaining in detail an extension
time log control processing that is executed by the ECU in
Embodiment 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the invention will be described below
with reference to accompanying drawings. Identical and
equivalent portions in the figures are denoted with identical
reference numerals, and a recurrent description thereof will
be omitted.

(Basic Configuration of the Vehicle)

FIG. 1is an overall block diagram of a charging system 10
including a vehicle 100 according to the embodiment.

With reference to FIG. 1, the vehicle 100 is provided with
an electric storage device 110, a system main relay (hereafter
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also referredto (SMR)) 115, a power control unit (PCU) Unit)
120 that is a driving device; motor generators 130, 135; a
power transmission gear 140, a drive wheel 150, an engine
160, a display device 170, an auxiliary device 180, and a
control device (hereafter also referred to as ECU) 300.

The electric storage device 110 is an electric power storage
element configured so as to be capable of being charged and
discharged. The electric storage device 110 is configured to
include, for instance, a secondary battery such as a lithium ion
battery, or a nickel hydride battery, a lead battery, or a cell of
an electric storage element such as an electric double-layer
capacitor.

The electric storage device 110 is connected, via the SMR
115, to the PCU 120 for driving the motor generators 130,
135. The electric storage device 110 supplies, to the PCU 120,
power for generating a driving force in the vehicle 100. The
electric storage device 110 stores power generated by the
motor generators 130, 135. The output of the electric storage
device 110 is, for instance, 200 V.

Ends ofrelays in the SMR 115 are connected to the positive
terminal and the negative terminal of the electric storage
device 110. Other ends of the relays in the SMR 115 are
connected to a power line PL1 and a ground line NL1 that are
connected to the PCU 120. The SMR 115 switches between
supply and shutting-off of power between the electric storage
device 110 and the PCU 120, based on a control signal SE1
from the ECU 300.

The PCU 120 includes a converter 121, inverters 122, 123,
and capacitors C1, C2.

The converter 121 performs voltage conversion between
the power line PL.1 and the ground line NL.1, and a power line
PL2 and the ground line NL.1, based on a control signal PWC
from the ECU 300.

The inverters 122, 123 are connected in parallel to the
power line PL.2 and the ground line NLL1. The inverters 122,
123 convert direct current (DC) power supplied by the con-
verter 121 to altering current (AC) power, based on control
signals PWI1, PWI2 from the ECU 300, and drive the motor
generators 130, 135, respectively.

The capacitor C1 is provided between the power line PL.1
and the ground line NL1, and reduces fluctuation of voltage
across the power line PL1 and the ground line NL1. The
capacitor C2 is provided between the power line PL.2 and the
ground line NL1, and reduces fluctuation of voltage across
the power line PL.2 and the ground line NL1.

Each of the motor generators 130, 135 is an AC rotating
electrical machine, for instance, a permanent magnet-type
synchronous electric motor including a rotor in which perma-
nent magnets are embedded.

The vehicle 100 travels using the output torque of the motor
generators 130, 135 that is transmitted to the drive wheel 150
and the engine 160 through a power transmission gear 140
made up of a reducer and/or a power split mechanism. The
motor generators 130, 135 generate power, using the rota-
tional force of the drive wheel 150, during the regenerative
braking operation of the vehicle 100. The generated power is
converted, by the PCU 120, to charge power to the electric
storage device 110. In the embodiment, the motor generator
130 operates solely as a generator for power generation upon
being driven by the engine 160, and the motor generator 135
operates solely as an electric motor for driving the drive wheel
150 to enable the vehicle 100 to travel.

Inthe embodiment, an example of a configuration in which
there are provided two pairs of the motor generator and the
inverter is described, but the configuration may include one
pair of the motor generator and the inverter, or two or more
such pairs.
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In the embodiment, as described above, the vehicle 100 is
exemplified as a hybrid vehicle, but the configuration of the
vehicle 100 is not limited, so long as the vehicle is equipped
with an electric motor for generating vehicle driving force
using power from the electric storage device 110. That is, the
vehicle 100 may be a hybrid vehicle wherein a vehicle driving
force is generated by an engine and an electric motor, as in
FIG. 1, and may also be an electric vehicle, fuel cell vehicle or
the like equipped with no engine.

The display device 170 is a device for visually notifying, to
auser, anomalies determined by the ECU 300, as well as other
information items, based on a display signal DSP from the
ECU 300. The display device 170 includes an indicator lamp
such as lamp, a light-emitting diode (LED) or the like, or a
display panel such as a liquid crystal display screen or the
like.

The auxiliary device 180 is connected to the power line
PL1 and the ground line NLL1, and operates using power from
the electric storage device 110. The auxiliary device 180
includes, for instance, an auxiliary battery and an auxiliary
load such as a DC/DC converter, an air conditioner, and an
audio system. Upon charging using an external power source,
preferably, the power source voltage for driving the ECU 300
and the below-described charging device 200 is supplied by a
DC/DC converter for regulating the power consumption in
the auxiliary battery.

The vehicle 100 is further provided with a charging device
200, a charging relay CHR 210 and a connection unit 220, as
a configuration for charging the electric storage device 110
using power from an external power source 500.

The connection unit 220 is provided in the body of the
vehicle 100, for receiving power from the external power
source 500. A charging connector 410 of a charging cable 400
is connected to the connection unit 220. A plug 420 of the
charging cable 400 is connected to an outlet 510 of the exter-
nal power source 500, to cause power from the external power
source 500 to be transmitted to the vehicle 100 via a cabling
section 430 of the charging cable 400. A charging circuit
shut-off device (not shown) for switching between supply and
shut-off of power to the vehicle 100 from the external power
source 500, is provided in the cabling section 430 of the
charging cable 400.

The charging device 200 is connected to the connection
unit 220 via power lines ACL1, ACL2. The charging device
200 is connected to the electric storage device 110 via the
CHR 210. The charging device 200 converts AC power sup-
plied by the external power source 500 to DC power with
which the electric storage device 110 can be charged, based
on a control signal PWD from the ECU 300.

Ends of relays in the CHR 210 are connected to the positive
terminal and the negative terminal of the electric storage
device 110. Other ends of relays in the CHR 210 are con-
nected to the power line PL2 and a ground line NL.2 that are
connected to the charging device 200. The CHR 210 switches
between supply and shut-off of power to the electric storage
device 110 from the charging device 200, based on a control
signal SE2 from the ECU 300.

The ECU 300 includes a central processing unit (CPU), a
memory device and an input/output buffer, not shown in FI1G.
1. The ECU 300 receives the input of signals from, for
instance, various sensors; outputs control signals to respec-
tive devices; and controls the vehicle 100 and various devices.
The above control is not limited to software processes, and
may be implemented by dedicated hardware (electronic cir-
cuits).

The ECU 300 receives detected values of voltage VB,
current IB and temperature TB of the electric storage device
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110, from a voltage sensor, a current sensor, and a tempera-
ture sensor, respectively, which are not shown in the figures.
The ECU 300 calculates a state of charge (SOC) of the elec-
tric storage device 110 based on the above information. The
ECU 300 calculates a charge power upper limit value Win,
and a discharge power upper limit value Wout of the electric
storage device 110 based on, for instance, the SOC and the
temperature TB of the electric storage device 110.

The ECU 300 is depicted in FIG. 1 in the form of a single
control device, but the configuration may be such that indi-
vidual control devices are provided for respective devices or
functions.

In such vehicles capable of being charged using an external
power source, the charging operation is preferably completed
in as short a time as possible. Ideally, therefore, the charging
operation is preferably performed at the maximum power that
can be supplied by the external power source.

In some instances, however, power that is supplied to the
electric storage device may be limited on account of various
factors. Accordingly, the charging time may be extended in
some cases.

In a first instance, power may be limited in order to protect
devices involved in the charging operation. In some instances,
for example, the power that is received may be limited in
order to prevent overvoltage in the electric storage device that
receives the charge power; alternatively, the output power of
the charging device may be limited in order to protect the
device against heat generated by the power conversion opera-
tion in the charging device.

Secondly, even if there is no limit imposed by the devices
involved in the charging operation, the charge power to the
electric storage device may be reduced, in some instances,
through usage of the power supplied by the external power
source for purposes other than the purpose of charging the
electric storage device.

Ifthe charging time is extended on account of a shortfall of
charge power with respect to the maximum power that can be
supplied, occurrences may arise wherein the vehicle fails to
run, or the distance traveled using the driving force that relies
on the power from the electric storage device may become
shorter, since charging is not yet sufficient, when the user
attempts to drive the vehicle expecting charge to be complete.

If the user cannot learn the reason why charging has been
extended, he/she may have a sense of uncertainty about the
system. The user may mistake the above for a system mal-
function or anomaly, and may make a complaint against the
dealer.

If the charging operation is extended for some length,
therefore, it is necessary to enable retrospective grasping of
information relating to the factor for extension.

Inthe embodiment, therefore, there is performed extension
time log control in which information relating to the factor for
a charging time extension is stored in a case where the charg-
ing time is extended on account of shortfall of power with
respect to maximum power that can be supplied, in a vehicle
that can be charged using an external power source. This
allows grasping, retrospectively, the factor for extension, if
any, of the charging time. Any feeling of uncertainty on the
partof the user is thus dispelled, and the user can be prevented
from making unnecessary complaints.

(Embodiment 1)

Embodiment 1 describes an instance where the charging
time is extended as a result of a greater limitation than usual
on the allowed charge power in the electric storage device
110.

In the electric storage device 110, there is ordinarily set a
charge power upper limit value Win, which is an upper limit
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value of charge power, and which depends on, for instance,
the temperature of the electric storage device 110 and on the
SOC, in order to prevent overvoltage caused by reception of
excessive charge power. In case of charging using the external
power source, the charging device 200 is controlled in such a
manner that the charge power does not exceed the charge
power upper limit value Win. Much charging time is required
in a case where the magnitude of the charge power upper limit
value Win is lowered by being limited to be smaller than
usual, on account of temperature or the like, as compared to a
case where the magnitude of the charge power upper limit
value Win is not limited. Charging time may be accordingly
extended in such an instance.

FIG. 2 is a diagram for explaining an example of charge
power decrease arising from the charge power upper limit
value Win of the electric storage device 110 in Embodiment 1.
In FIG. 2, there is explained an instance where the charge
power upper limit value Win is further reduced on account of
the temperature TB of the electric storage device 110.

With reference to FIG. 2, a curve W1 in the figure denotes
the charge power upper limit value Win , and a curve W2
denotes the actual charge power that is actually supplied from
the charging device 200 to the electric storage device 110. The
charge power upper limit value Win decreases as the tempera-
ture drops.

In a case where the temperature TB of the electric storage
device 110 is greater than T1, i.e. in a case where the charge
power upper limit value Win is greater than a rated output
power Prate of the charging device 200, and if no other limits
apply, then the electric storage device 110 is supplied with the
maximum charge power that the charging device 200 is
capable of outputting (i.e. with the rated output power Prate).

When the temperature TB of the electric storage device 110
drops below T1, however, the charge power upper limit value
Win becomes smaller than the rated output power Prate of the
charging device 200. As a result, there is reduced the charge
power supplied from the charging device 200 to the electric
storage device 110 (region AR1 in FIG. 2). The power per unit
time that is supplied from the charging device 200 to the
electric storage device 110 drops thereupon, and hence the
time required for charging may become longer than in an
instance where the temperature of the electric storage device
110 is higher than T1.

An explanation follows next, with reference to FIG. 3, on
the outline of a method of calculating a charging extension
time and extension time log control in Embodiment 1. With
reference to FIG. 3, the ECU 300 compares the charge power
upper limit value Win and the rated output power Prate of the
charging device 200, ata predefined sampling period (A1, A2,
A3 and so forth in FIG. 3) determined based on a control
period. If the charge power upper limit value Win drops below
the rated power Prate, a value resulting from multiplying a
sampling time ST by a ratio of shortfall power (=Prate-Win)
with respect to the rated power Prate is calculated, as an
extension time AT (in FIG. 3, AT1, AT2 and so forth) in that
sampling period, according to Expression (1) below.

AT=(Prate— Win)xST/Prate (€8]

The ECU 300 accumulates the extension times AT, and
when the accumulated value reaches a predefined threshold
value o (for instance, one hour), the ECU 300 stores log
information denoting the occurrence of the extension time
arising from lowering of the charge power upper limit value
Win.

FIG. 4 is a functional block diagram for explaining exten-
sion time log control performed by the ECU 300 in Embodi-
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ment 1. Each functional block in the functional block diagram
of FIG. 4 may be realized by hardware or software processing
in the ECU 300.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 4, the ECU 300 includes an
extension time computing unit 310, an accumulating unit
320, a determination unit 330, a memory unit 340 and a
display control unit 350.

The extension time computing unit 310 receives the charge
power upper limit value Win. The extension time computing
unit 310 calculates the extension time AT according to a
method such as the one explained using FIG. 3. The extension
time computing unit 310 outputs the calculated extension
time AT to the accumulating unit 320.

The accumulating unit 320 accumulates the extension time
AT received from the extension time computing unit 310,
during execution of charging using the external power source.
The accumulating unit 320 outputs the accumulated value
ZAT to the determination unit 330 and the memory unit 340.

Upon receiving a reset signal RST generated at a pre-
defined timing, such as upon start or upon termination of
charging using the external power source, the accumulating
unit 320 resets the accumulated value ZAT to zero.

The determination unit 330 receives the accumulated value
ZAT of the extension time from the accumulating unit 320.
The determination unit 330 determines whether the accumu-
lated value ZAT exceeds the predefined threshold value .
The determination unit 330 sets an extension determination
flag FLLG, which is the determination result, and outputs the
extension determination flag FL.G to the memory unit 340.
Specifically, for instance, the extension determination flag
FLG is set to On, if the accumulated value ZAT exceeds the
predefined threshold value a.. Otherwise, the extension deter-
mination flag is set to Off.

The memory unit 340 receives the accumulated value ZAT
from the accumulating unit 320 and the extension determina-
tion flag FL.G from the determination unit 330. The memory
unit 340 stores, as log information LOG, information that
includes the accumulated value 2AT, in response to the set-
ting of the extension determination flag to On. The memory
unit 340 outputs the stored log information LOG to the dis-
play control unit 350, in accordance with a request from the
display control unit 350.

The display control unit 350 acquires the stored log infor-
mation LOG from the memory unit 340, in response to, for
instance, the storing of the log information LOG in the
memory unit 340, or in accordance with a request from the
user. The display control unit 350 outputs a control signal
DSP to the display device 170, based on the acquired log
information LOG, and causes the content of the log informa-
tion LOG to be displayed on the display device 170, as a result
of'which the content of the log information LOG is notified to
the user.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart for explaining in detail the extension
time log control processing that is executed by the ECU 300
in Embodiment 1. In the flowcharts of FIG. 5 and FIGS. 7, 9,
10 described below, processes are performed through calling,
by a main routine, of a program stored beforehand in the ECU
300, and execution of the program at a predefined period. In
some steps, alternatively, the processes may be realized by
dedicated hardware (electronic circuits).

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 5, the ECU 300 determines
whether in step 100 (hereafter, step is shortened to S), the
extension determination flag FL.G is Off or not.

If the extension determination flag FL.G is On (NO in
S100), then extension of charging time using the external
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power source has already been detected, and hence the sub-
sequent steps are skipped, and the process returns to the main
routine.

If the extension determination flag FL.G is Off (YES in
S100), the process proceeds to step S110, and it is determined
whether the charge power upper limit value Win is smaller
than a reference power. The reference power is defined based
on the rated output power of the charging device 200, as
described above, or based on the output power of the external
power source 500, in a case where the output power of the
external power source 500 is smaller than the rated output
power of the charging device 200. That is, the reference power
may be set to maximum chargeable power in a situation
where the charge power is not limited due to the charge power
upper limit value Win.

If the charge power upper limit value Win is equal to or
greater than the reference power (NO in S110), there is no
charging time extension arising from the charge power upper
limit value Win, and the process skips the subsequent steps
and returns to the main routine.

If the charge power upper limit value Win is smaller than
the reference power (YES in S110), the process proceeds to
step S120, and, as explained in FIG. 3, the ECU 300 calcu-
lates the extension time AT for each sampling period, and in
S130 accumulates the calculated extension times AT.

In S140, the ECU 300 determines whether the accumulated
value ZAT accumulated in S130 is greater than the predefined
threshold value o.

Ifthe accumulated value ZAT is equal to or smaller than the
threshold value a. (NO in S140), the process in the ECU 300
returns to the main routine, and accumulation of the extension
time is further continued if the conditions of S100 and S110
are satisfied.

If the accumulated value 2AT is greater than the threshold
value o (YES in S140), the process proceeds to step S150, and
the ECU 300 sets the extension determination flag FL.G to On.
In S160, the ECU 300 stores log information relating to
charging time extension. More specifically, the ECU 300
stores log information that indicates that charging time has
been extended on account of lowering of the charge power
upper limit value Win of the electric storage device 110. The
log information includes information on the extension time.

Although not depicted in FIG. 5, the content of the log
information may be displayed on the display device 170 when
the log information is stored.

By performing control according to the above-described
processes, it becomes possible to store information relating to
charging time extension arising from lowering of the charge
power upper limit value of the electric storage device. The
factor for extension of charging time can be identified retro-
spectively as a result.

(Embodiment 2)

In the charging device illustrated in FIG. 1, heat may be
generated as a result of a power conversion operation wherein
power (for instance, AC power) from the external power
source is converted to DC power with which the electric
storage device can be charged. If the generated heat is exces-
sive, the control unit in the charging device may malfunction,
the power paths (for instance, switching elements, terminals,
power lines and the like) may deteriorate, and insulation may
become impaired. Ordinarily, therefore, the charging device
may be provided with a function of reducing output power in
order to protect the various units of the charging device
against overheating.

The power per time that is supplied to the electric storage
device drops upon activation of a protective function in the
charging device during charging using the external power
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source, for instance as in the above-described example of
protection against overheating. Charging time may be
accordingly extended in such an instance.

In Embodiment 2, therefore, an instance is explained
wherein, for example, there is stored log information relating
to extension in a case where charging time is extended as a
result of an output power limitation in the charging device by
a protective function of the charging device.

FIG. 6 is a diagram for explaining charge power decrease
arising from a protective function of the charging device 200
in Embodiment 2. In FIG. 6, the abscissa axis represents a
temperature TC of the charging device 200, and the ordinate
axis represents output power of the charging device 200.

With reference to FIG. 6, for instance, the charging device
200 performs an operation of charging the electric storage
device 110 by outputting rated output power, or power having
avalue close to the rated output power, when the temperature
TC of the charging device 200 drops below a predefined
reference temperature Tth for executing protection against
overheating, in a case where the charge power upper limit
value Win explained in Embodiment 1 is greater than the rated
output power of the charging device 200, i.e. in a case where
the target charge power, which is a target value of the power
that is supplied to the electric storage device 110, is greater
than the rated output power of the charging device 200.

When the temperature TC of the charging device 200
exceeds the reference temperature Tth, however, the charging
device 200 lowers the outputtable power down to an overheat-
ing limit power LIM that is set for preventing overheating, in
order to preclude deterioration or malfunction of the charging
device 200. In this case, as shown in FIG. 6, the difference
between the maximum outputtable power (i.e. the rated out-
put power Prate) and the overheating limit power LIM yields
a shortfall power. As in the explanation of FIG. 3 in Embodi-
ment 1, the extension time AT may be obtained by multiply-
ing the sampling time by the shortfall power with respect to
the maximum outputtable power.

The target charge power may be lowered to be smaller than
the rated output power of the charging device 200, for
example, in a case where the charge power upper limit value
Win is limited, with the SOC approaching a full charge state.
In such a case, the extension time AT is calculated using the
target charge power as the maximum outputtable power,
instead of the rated output power Prate.

If the output power of the charging device 200 is limited
when the temperature TC of the charging device 200 exceeds
the reference temperature Tth, the output power may be
reduced step-wise, as indicated by a solid line W11 in FIG. 6,
or may be reduced gradually in accordance with increase in
the temperature TC, as indicated by a broken line W12 in F1G.
6.

Information relating to charging time extension is stored in
response to the overshoot of the accumulated value ZAT of
the calculated extension times AT beyond the predefined
threshold value.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart for explaining in detail the extension
time log control processing that is executed by the ECU 300
in Embodiment 2. In the flowchart of FIG. 7, step S110 in the
flowchart explained in FIG. 5 for Embodiment 1 is replaced
by step S110A. Steps in FI1G. 7 that overlap with those of FIG.
5 will not be explained in detail again.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 7, if it is determined that the
extension determination flag FL.G is Off (YES in S100), the
process proceeds to S110A, and the ECU 300 determines
whether the target charge power is greater than the overheat-
ing limit power LIM and whether the output power of the
charging device 200 lies within a predefined range.
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Herein, for instance, the predefined range denotes a range
smaller than the rated output power, in a case where the target
charge power is greater than the rated output power of the
charging device 200, and denotes a range smaller than the
target charge power, in a case where the target charge power
is smaller than the rated output power of the charging device
200.

If the target charge power is equal to or smaller than the
overheating limit power LIM, or the output power of the
charging device 200 does not lie within the predefined range
(NO in S110A), then there is no charging time extension
arising from an output power limitation in the charging device
200, and hence the process returns to the main routine.

By contrast, if the target charge power is greater than the
overheating limit power LIM, and the output power of the
charging device 200 lies within the predefined range (YES in
S110A), the process proceeds to step S120, and the ECU 300
calculates the extension time AT derived from output power
limitation in the charging device 200.

Thereafter, the ECU 300 accumulates the calculated exten-
sion times AT (S130). If the accumulated value ZAT exceeds
the threshold value o (YES in S140), the ECU 300 sets the
extension determination flag FL.G to On (S150), and stores
log information relating to charging time extension (S160).
More specifically, the ECU 300 stores log information that
indicates that charging time has been extended on account of
output power limitation in the charging device. The log infor-
mation includes information on the extension time.

By performing control according to the above-described
processes, it becomes possible to store information relating to
charging time extension arising from the output power limi-
tation in the charging device on account of, for instance, a
protective function of the charging device. The factor for
extension of charging time can be identified retrospectively as
a result.

(Embodiment 3)

When performing charging using the external power
source, there are cases where, for example, the user utilizes
auxiliary devices installed in the vehicle, such as an audio
system and an air conditioner. During charging using the
external power source, ordinarily, the auxiliary devices oper-
ate using part of the power that is supplied from the external
power source via the charging device.

Part of the power outputted by the charging device is thus
consumed by auxiliary devices, and hence the charge power
that is supplied to the electric storage device is smaller than in
a case where no auxiliary devices are used. Accordingly, the
charging time may become extended as a result of such aux-
iliary devices being operated during charging using the exter-
nal power source.

In Embodiment 3, there is explained an instance of storing
log information relating to extension in a case where the
charging time is extended on account of power consumption
by auxiliary devices during charging using the external power
source.

FIG. 8 is a diagram for explaining extension time arising
from power consumption by the auxiliary device 180 in
Embodiment 3.

With reference to FIG. 8, output power PR from the charg-
ing device 200 during charging using the external power
source can be broadly divided into charge power PRchg for
charging the electric storage device 110 and consumed power
PResm that is power consumed by auxiliary device 180.
Further, the auxiliary consumed power PResm can be divided
into a consumed power PRcsm1 for operating the charging
device 200 and the ECU 300 that are necessary during the
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charging operation, and into consumed power PRcsm2 for
operating an audio system, an air conditioner or the like,
manipulated by the user.

The consumed power PResml1 is required in order to per-
form the charging operation, and hence the charging time is
extended on account of the consumed power PRcsm2. Spe-
cifically, the extension time arising from power consumption
by the auxiliary device, for each sampling time in the ECU
300, can be defined according to Expression (2) below, where
ST denotes sampling time.

AT=PRecsm2xST/PR 2)

Information relating to charging time extension is stored in
response to the overshoot of the accumulated value ZAT of
the calculated extension times AT beyond the predefined
threshold value.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart for explaining in detail the extension
time log control processing that is executed by the ECU 300
in Embodiment 3. In the flowchart of FIG. 9, step S110 in the
flowchart explained in FIG. 5 of Embodiment 1 is replaced by
step S110B. Steps in FIG. 9 that overlap with those of FIG. 5
will not be explained in detail again.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 9, if it is determined that the
extension determination flag FL.G is Off (YES in S100), the
process proceeds to S110B, and the ECU 300 determines
whether the consumed power PRcsm, which is the power
consumed by the auxiliary device 180, is greater than the
consumed power PRcsm1 necessary for the charging opera-
tion.

If the consumed power PResm, which is the power con-
sumed by the auxiliary device 180, is equal to or smaller than
the consumed power PRecsm1 (NO in S110B), there is no
charging time extension on account of power consumption by
the auxiliary device 180, and hence the process returns to the
main routine.

By contrast, if the consumed power PRcsm, which is the
power consumed by the auxiliary device 180, is greater than
the consumed power PRcsm1 (YES in S110B), the process
proceeds to step S120, and the ECU 300 calculates the exten-
siontime AT arising from power consumption in the auxiliary
device 180, in accordance with a method such as the one
illustrated in FIG. 8.

Thereafter, the ECU 300 accumulates the calculated exten-
sion times AT (S130). If the accumulated value 2AT exceeds
the threshold value o (YES in S140), the ECU 300 sets the
extension determination flag FL.G to On (S150), and stores
log information relating to charging time extension (S160).
More specifically, the ECU 300 stores log information that
indicates that charging time has been extended on account of
the use of the auxiliary device 180 during charging using the
external power source. The log information includes infor-
mation on the extension time.

By performing control according to the above-described
processes, it becomes possible to store information relating to
charging time extension arising from the use of the auxiliary
device during charging using the external power source. The
factor for extension of charging time can be identified retro-
spectively as a result.

(Embodiment 4)

In Embodiments 1 to 3, instances of storing information
relating to charging time extension have been explained for a
case of charging time extension arising from lowering of the
charge power upper limit value of the electric storage device,
a case of charging time extension arising from the output
power limitation in the charging device, and a case of charg-
ing time extension arising from power consumption by the
auxiliary device, as respective separate cases.
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However, the above-described individual factors for charg-
ing time extension are not necessarily limited to factors that
occur independently from each other; at least two from
among the above factors for charging time extension may
occur simultaneously during a period of charging using an
external power source, or a plurality of dissimilar factors for
extension may occur not simultaneously but at dissimilar
timings during a period of charging using an external power
source.

In Embodiment 4, there is explained an instance of storing
log information relating to extension in a case where there
occurs a combination of the above-described three factors for
charging time extension.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart for explaining in detail the extension
time log control processing that is executed by the ECU 300
in Embodiment 4.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 10, the ECU 300 determines
whether in step 200, the extension determination flag FL.G is
Off or not.

If the extension determination flag FL.G is On (NO in
S200), then extension of charging time using the external
power source has already been detected, and hence the sub-
sequent steps are skipped, and the process returns to the main
routine.

If the extension determination flag FL.G is Off (YES in
S200), the process proceeds to step S210, and a extension
time ATWIN arising from lowering of the charge power upper
limit value Win is calculated in accordance with a process
identical to that of Embodiment 1. If the charge power upper
limit value Win is equal to or greater than a reference power,
there is no charging time extension arising from the charge
power upper limit value Win, and hence the extension time
ATWIN is not calculated, or the extension time ATWIN is set
to 0.

In S220, the ECU 300 calculates next an extension time
ATCHG arising from the output power limitation in the
charging device 200, in accordance with a process identical to
that of Embodiment 2. If the target charge power is equal to or
smaller than the overheating limit power LIM, or the output
power of the charging device 200 does not lie within a pre-
defined range, then there is no charging time extension arising
from the output power limitation in the charging device 200,
and hence the extension time ATCHG is not calculated, or the
extension time ATCHG is set to 0.

In S230, the ECU 300 calculates an extension time ATAUX
that arises on account of power consumption by the auxiliary
device 180, in accordance with a method identical to that of
Embodiment 3. If the consumed power PRcsm, which is the
power consumed by the auxiliary device 180, is equal to or
smaller than the consumed power PResm1, there is no charg-
ing time extension on account of power consumption by the
auxiliary device 180, and hence the extension time ATAUX is
not calculated, or the extension time ATAUX is set to 0.

In S240, the ECU 300 accumulates the sum total of the
extension times calculated in S210, S220, S230 according to
Expression (3) below.

SAT=S(ATWIN+ATCHG+ATAUX) 3)

In S250, the ECU 300 determines whether the accumulated
value ZAT accumulated in S240 is greater than the predefined
threshold value a.

Ifthe accumulated value ZAT is equal to or smaller than the
threshold value a. (NO in S250), the process in the ECU 300
returns to the main routine, and accumulation of the extension
time is continued.

If the accumulated value 2AT is greater than the threshold
value o (YES in S250), the process proceeds to step S260, and
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the ECU 300 sets the extension determination flag FL.G to On.
In 8270, the ECU 300 stores log information relating to
charging time extension.

In S270, preferably, the extension times (ATWIN,
ATCHG, ATAUX) arising from respective factors for charg-
ing time extension are stored separately.

By performing control according to the above-described
processes, it becomes possible to store information relating to
charging time extension in a case where there may occur a
combination of a plurality of factors for extension during
charging using the external power source. As a result, the
factors for the extension of charging time, if any, can be
identified retrospectively.

In the explanation of Embodiment 4 above, determination
relating to extension time is performed by summing the
extension times arising from the three factors for charging
time extension, but determination may also be performed in
consideration of any two factors from among the three fac-
tors. If there exists another factor for extension other than the
above-described three factors for charging time extension, the
additional factor for extension may also be considered.

In the above-described embodiments, a method has been
explained wherein the extension amount of charging time is
taken as a parameter, but the parameter may be a shortfall of
charge power.

Thus, the embodiments of the invention that have been
disclosed in the specification are to be considered in all
respects as illustrative and not restrictive. The technical scope
of the invention is defined by claims, and all changes which
come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the
claims are therefore intended to be embraced therein.

The invention claimed is:

1. A vehicle that is chargeable using power from an external
power source, comprising:

a chargeable electric storage device;

a charging device that charges the electric storage device

by using the power from the external power source; and

a control device that, based on maximum supply power that

is able to be supplied to the electric storage device and
based on actual charge power actually supplied to the
electric storage device, calculates a shortfall with
respect to charge power supplied to the electric storage
device in a case where charging is performed at the
maximum supply power, and stores information relating
to a causal factor for the shortfall.

2. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the control
device stores the information when an accumulated value,
which results from accumulating over time a value based on
the shortfall calculated for every predefined sampling period,
exceeds a predefined threshold value.

3. The vehicle according to claim 2, wherein the causal
factor for the shortfall includes a shortage of the charge power
arising from lowering of a charge power upper limit value of
the electric storage device.

4. The vehicle according to claim 2, wherein the causal
factor for the shortfall includes a shortage of the charge power
arising from a limitation imposed on output power of the
charging device.

5. The vehicle according to claim 4, wherein the causal
factor for the shortfall includes the shortage of the charge
power arising from the limitation imposed on the output
power of the charging device to protect the charging device
against overheating.

6. The vehicle according to claim 2, further comprising:

an auxiliary device configured to be operated using output

power of the charging device during a charging opera-
tion, wherein
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the causal factor for the shortfall includes a shortage of the
charge power arising from power consumption by the
auxiliary device in a case where the auxiliary device is
used during the charging operation.

7. The vehicle according to claim 2, wherein the control
device calculates, as the value based on the shortfall, an
amount of extension from charging time required in the case
where charging is performed at the maximum supply power,
and stores the information, as information on a factor for
extension, when the extension amount exceeds the threshold
value.

8. The vehicle according to claim 7, wherein the informa-
tion on the factor for extension includes the causal factor for
the shortfall and information on the extension amount that
arises from the shortfall.

9. The vehicle according to claim 2, wherein when a pre-
defined condition is satisfied, the control device calculates the
shortfall based on the maximum supply power that is able to
be supplied to the electric storage device and based on the
actual charge power actually supplied to the electric storage
device.

10. The vehicle according to claim 9, wherein

the predefined condition is a condition in which a charge

power upper limit value of the electric storage device
drops below the maximum supply power; and

when the predefined condition is satisfied and the accumu-

lated value exceeds the predefined threshold value, the
control device stores the information that indicates that
the causal factor for the shortfall is a shortage of the
charge power arising from lowering of the charge power
upper limit value of the electric storage device.

11. The vehicle according to claim 9, wherein

the predefined condition is a condition in which a target

charge power, which is a target value of the charge power
supplied to the electric storage device, is greater than an
overheating limit power that is set for preventing over-
heating of the charging device, and in which output
power of the charging device lies within a predefined
range, and

when the predefined condition is satisfied and the accumu-

lated value exceeds the predefined threshold value, the
control device stores the information that indicates that
the causal factor for the shortfall is a shortage of the
charge power arising from a limitation imposed on the
output power of the charging device to protect the charg-
ing device against overheating.

12. The vehicle according to claim 9, further comprising:

an auxiliary device configured to be operated using output

power of the charging device during a charging opera-
tion, wherein

the predefined condition is a condition in which power

consumed by the auxiliary device is greater than power
necessary for a charging operation, and
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when the predefined condition is satisfied and the accumu-
lated value exceeds the predefined threshold value, the
control device stores the information that indicates that
the causal factor for the shortfall is a shortage of the
charge power arising from power consumption by the
auxiliary device in a case where the auxiliary device is
used during the charging operation.

13. The vehicle according to claim 1, further comprising:

an auxiliary device configured to be operated using output
power of the charging device during a charging opera-
tion, wherein

the causal factor for the shortfall includes at least one from
among a first factor which is a shortage of the charge
power arising from lowering of a charge power upper
limit value of' the electric storage device, a second factor
which is a shortage of the charge power arising from a
limitation imposed on output power of the charging
device to protect the charging device against overheat-
ing, and a third factor which is a shortage of the charge
power arising from power consumption by the auxiliary
device in a case where the auxiliary device is used during
the charging operation, and

the control device stores the information on each of the first
factor, the second factor, and the third factor, when an
accumulated value, which results from accumulating
over time a total sum value of values that are based on
respective shortfalls due to the first factor, the second
factor, and the third factor calculated for every pre-
defined sampling period, exceeds a predefined threshold
value.

14. The vehicle according to claim 1, further comprising:

adisplay device that displays information that relates to the
causal factor for the shortfall and that is stored in the
control device, wherein

the control device notifies a user of the vehicle of the
information by displaying the information on the display
device.

15. A method for controlling a vehicle equipped with an

electric storage device that is chargeable using power from an
external power source,

the method comprising:

calculating, based on maximum supply power that is able
to be supplied to the electric storage device and based on
actual charge power actually supplied to the electric
storage device, a shortfall with respect to charge power
supplied to the electric storage device in a case where
charging is performed at the maximum supply power,
and

storing information relating to a causal factor for the short-
fall.
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